
ion. It will designate the structure as 

the Reece Farm Pavilion. Again, 

thanks are due Johnny Holbrook. 

 Electrical work has been completed 

to provide light in the farm build-

ings and studio. 

 An example exhibit will be con-

structed soon in the main barn. This 

will be a “show and tell” for the oth-

er exhibits as we attempt to find 

financial sponsors. 

 Interpretive signage has been or-

dered by Karen Deem and soon will 

be shipped. 

 Additional funding has been re-

quested from the Appalachian Re-

gional Commission to assist with 

the exhibit work. 

 

 

Modern day miracles do still happen, 

and having the farm ready for the Annu-

al Meeting on June 4, 2011 was a mod-

ern day miracle. Thanks to many this 

event was a huge success, and it proved 

to the world we have a “can do” group 

of volunteers that make things happen 

even when there are no silver linings in 

the clouds. To each person who contrib-

uted and participated in any form … 

thank you! 

 

Work has slowed down except for a few 

things like the beginning of the Poetry 

Plaza, but projects have continued. 

Some of these are: 

 A new flag pole provided by Union 

County has been erected by Johnny 

Holbrook at the farm, and a U.S. 

flag has been secured that flew over 

the nation’s Capitol on 9/11/2011. A 

Georgia flag is also being pro-

vided by Rep. Stephen Allison.  

The flags will be illuminated at 

night and will fly 24/7. 

 Five high split rail locust fences 

have been constructed and 

placed at the  entrance and at 

the south end of the parking lot, 

thanks to Johnny Holbrook and 

his generous donation of half of 

the rails, which he split himself. 

 A 4’ x 3’ high metal logo has 

been constructed to be placed 

over the fireplace in the Pavil-
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 Carol Knight and her Reece in the Schools committee has been asked to coordi-

nate the development of lesson plans for school field trips and a docent hand-

book to be used by docents for all guided tours. This would include the Reece 

studio, the Poetry Trail and the exhibits in the farm building.  

 

We have also seen significant progress in the development of the Poetry Trail. The 

six large stones with Reece’s poetry engraved on them are quite impressive. Our 

architect  Garland Reynolds provided the design and leadership, and Garland and 

his wife Bonnie  also donated the funding for this project in memory of their son 

Matthew John Reynolds. We are grateful to them for this generous contribution. We 

now seek the financial support needed to complete the project with stone pavers for 

the paths and low rock walls for the seating area. 

 

There are three major funding projects essential to the completion of the venue: 

 We need a caretaker and a residence for this position. We must have this securi-

ty before we can complete the educational exhibits and open to the public. 

 We must raise funds sufficient to complete the Educational Exhibits and have 

them installed in the Welcome Center, the main barn, and all of the out build-

ings.  Otherwise we will have little to show when we open to public visitation. 

 In order for the farm venue to support itself financially we need the Amphithea-

tre, which will be our major revenue provider. Quality entertainment produces 

quality revenues.  

A OneGeorgia grant application is currently being prepared, requesting funding  

for the Amphitheatre construction, and additional funding sources will likely be  

pursued. 

 

We have come a very long way, and we are close now to the day when passersby 

will stop for a visit.  Your cooperation in helping us satisfy the requirements that  

will make that day possible will be greatly appreciated. 

 

-- Fleming Weaver, Chair 

    Reece Farm Development Committee 

 

 

 

 

More photos of the Poetry Trail are on page 5  

...Farm Report continued 
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The Governor’s Awards in the Humanities celebrate local community members and 

organizations that are working to increase the understanding and appreciation of the 

humanities in Georgia.  One of this year’s recipients is Ethelene Dyer Jones, an ac-

tive member of our Advisory Council.  Here is the Georgia Humanities Council’s 

description of the many contributions which led to her award: 

 

For over 60 years, Ethelene Dyer Jones has been a leader in documenting, preserv-

ing, and sharing the stories of the Georgia mountains and Appalachian culture 

through publications, journalism, and other programs.  A native of Union County, 

her career as an award-winning teacher and media specialist was in Union, Bibb, 

Hart, and Fannin counties. She worked to secure an auxiliary off-campus center for 

college classes at Epworth and taught English there. She served as co-editor of Fac-

ets of Fannin, a 600-page volume of local history and lore.  She also has published 

four other books on church history, family history, and poetry. For over 20 years, 

she has written a weekly history column for the News Observer newspaper of Blue 

Ridge, and her columns have led to an increased appreciation of local history and 

folk traditions. Many of her columns are posted online at the GaGenWebPro-

ject.  Active with the Georgia Poetry Society, the Byron Herbert Reece Society, and 

the Fannin County Heritage Foundation, Jones’ leadership has led to the develop-

ment of exhibits, documentaries, genealogical resources, and theatrical presenta-

tions.  In addition, during her retirement in central Georgia, she volunteers as an 

advisor for the Georgia War Veterans Home, has reorganized a church library, is 

active in Learning-in-Retirement, and is a mentor in creative writing for a person in 

state prison. 

 

We congratulate Ethelene on this most deserved honor.  Other Reece Society mem-

bers who have previously received the Governor’s Award are Maurice Farabee, 

Peggy Galis, John Kay, Terry Kay, Hugh Ruppersburg, Bettie Sellers, and Phillip 

Lee Williams. 

As we all know, the internet is now 
a very important first stop in seek-
ing information. Thanks to Cheryl 
Smith the Society has had a web 
page since the beginning of our or-
ganization and efforts; however, it 
had been allowed to fall "behind the 
times" in look and current infor-
mation because of all the other on-

going efforts.  
 
At the request of John Kay, the Exec-
utive Committee began to explore 
costs and options to improve the 
look and to find a way to easily post 
current information on the webpage 
at byronherbertreecesociety.org. We 

Society Updates Web page, enters the world of  social media 
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   Our membership secretary Teresa Sampson reports that the Society presently has 222 members.  Of    
these, 99 are lifetime, seven honorary, and 116 members on an annual basis.  However, our list includes 67 
persons from the previous membership year who have not yet renewed their membership.  If you are 
among that group of 67, we want and need you back.  Please send in your renewal right away, so that you 
may continue to be a part of the Reece Society‘s vital mission. 

   We also wish to establish an accurate e-mail listing for all members.  We have never gotten e-mail ad-
dresses from some of you, and we know that these addresses have changed for others.  Please take a few 
moments to send your e-mail address to Teresa at ttsampson@windstream.net.  This will facilitate our ability 
to communicate with you more effectively. 

The next edition of the Newsletter will be delivered via email for all those with email addresses. 

Membership Update and Reminder 

Alan Denmon and Byron McCombs 

have agreed to serve on a newly 

formed oral history committee. An 

interesting and informative interview 

with Terry Reece was conducted at 

the Reece Farm on Nov. 2 with Alan, 

Byron, and Dr. John Kay in attend-

ance. Several other contacts have 

been made with people who knew 

Reece, and hopefully other inter-

views will be forthcoming. Alan will 

also be attempting to compile the 

Society's written oral histories so 

that they will be more accessible. 

If you or someone you know has 

something to share, please contact 

Alan at 706-781-6372 or  

adenmon@gmail.com. 

Oral History Report 
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contracted with Mike Elrod of Young Harris College to improve the look of the site, and to set up the struc-
ture and move the content from the old site to the new one. 
 
We hope you'll be pleased. There are dedicated pages to Reece, News, The Society, Reece in the Schools, 
Poetry, Features, the Farm, and Contact Information. It is a clean, neat, clear graphic design that is easy to 
read and follow. And most importantly, it is easy to maintain. Photos can be easily uploaded and changed, 
and we can link to documents and publications that exist elsewhere. 
 
As a part of the website, you can see the Twitter feed from @hubreece. These are actual quotes from Reece 
himself and a new one is posted every few days. In addition, we'll be linking into the Byron Herbert Reece 
Society Facebook page in the near future. 
 
It is still a work in progress, and good web sites always are. If you know of information you'd like added to 
the website, or see problems, please let us know at info@byronherbertreecesociety.org or you can leave a 
comment on the site itself. 

Web page...continued 

Terry Reece at the Farm 
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   Middle and High School students are invited to enter the Reece in the Schools Arts Contest. Flyers announc-

ing the contest have been distributed to area schools and entries are due Friday, February 24, 2012. Winners 

and their teachers and media specialists will be invited to attend the Reece Society’s Annual meeting on June 

2, 2012, where the winners will be invited to present their work. Middle School students may enter work in 

three categories: poetry, prose, and art. High School students have the option of two additional categories: mu-

sic and multimedia presentations. The poetry category encourages students to use Reece’s poetry as inspiration 

for works of their own, while the prose category asks students to investigate either Reece himself, his culture, 

or his works. The art category promotes using the themes of Reece’s poetry for inspiration for paper media 

artwork. The music category encourages high school students to use a Reece poem as lyrics set to music of 

their own creation. Multimedia presentations may be designed by teams of high school students and involves 

the creation of a video presentation.  

 

   If you know a student who would like to enter the contest, please contact Carol Knight at 

cknight@ucschools.org for more information. 

mation, and expand on the infor-

mation provided in the exhibits. If 

you would like more information on 

becoming a docent, please contact   

info@byronherbertreecesociety.org. 

     Guiding groups of visitors 

through the exhibits of the Byron 

Herbert Reece Farm and Heritage 

Center will be an important group 

of volunteers, the docents. Mem-

bers of the Reece in the Schools 

committee are now beginning the 

process of developing docent 

manuals. These manuals will 

provide structure to leading 

visitors through the exhibits, 

allow the docents to anticipate 

commonly asked questions, 

emphasize important infor-

Docent Manuals Under Development 

Fifth Annual Reece Arts Contest 

Poetry Trail at the Reece Farm and 
Heritage Center 

The etching process 



Once again, the Society will hold 
a poetry contest in order to sup-
port the mission of the Reece So-
ciety.  Similar to last year, poets 
in NC, KY, GA, TN, VA, and WV 
are encouraged to submit up to 
three poems for the fee of 
$15.  Deadline for entry is Friday, 
May 4, 2012.   
 
There is no theme for the contest, 
and members of the Society are 
encouraged to submit their work 
(with the exception of board 
members).  The winner of the 
contest will receive $300, and the 

winning poem will be published 
on our new and improved Byron 
Herbert Reece Society web-
site.  We will advertise the con-
test through Poets & Writers, 
Facebook, and other ven-
ues.  Please join us in support-
ing the preservation and promo-
tion of our cultural legacy by en-
couraging others to participate 
and by sending in your own cre-
ative work!  Check the website 
in the near future to find the en-
try form and information on the 
judge. 

Byron Herbert Reece Poetry Contest—Year 2! 

http://

www.byronherbertreecesociety.org 

Working to preserve the 

legacy of Byron Herbert 

Reece, Georgia poet and 

novelist. 

PO Box  811 

Young Harris, GA  30582 

Byron Herbert Reece Society 

Send your updated email address to us at 

info@byronherbertreecesociety.org 


