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Ninth Annual Meeting on June 2nd
Special points of interest:
 Annual Membership meeting
and Ribbon Cutting at the
Reece Farm and Heritage
Center on June 2.
 Grand Opening of the Reece
Farm and Heritage Center on
June 3.

Inside this issue:
Campaign for Funds
Underway

3

Membership Renewal

3

GRAND OPENING!

3

Help Wanted

4

Pavilion Available to
Rent

4

Call for Volunteers

5

Poetry Contest Deadline

6

The Reece Society’s ninth
annual meeting will be held
at the Reece Farm and Heritage Center on Saturday,
June 2, beginning at 10:00
a.m. in the pavilion.
In anticipation of the
Grand Opening of the Center
for general visitation on Sunday, June 3, the day’s activities will include a special ribbon-cutting ceremony. We
will have special guests with
us for that event, some of
Visitors Center
whom will make brief remarks. Accordingly, we will dispense
with the keynote speaker for the annual meeting and will limit the business
session to those agenda items required by our by-laws. Lunch will follow the
morning activities in the area near the pavilion.
Following lunch, attendees will have the opportunity to visit the Gift Shop
and Museum in the Welcome Center and to take a tour of all the exhibit areas that will be open to visitors
the following day.
Specific information concerning the annual meeting
will be provided in a special
mailing to be sent in early
May. For now, we encourage
members and friends to reserve the June 2nd date and
plan to be with us for what
promises to be a historic occasion.
The Big Barn in early Spring

Page 2

Byron Herbert Reece Society

Campaign for Funds Underway
The Rev. James Mitchell has agreed to serve as chair of the Capital
Campaign Committee, whose goal is to raise $150,000 in support of the
Reece Farm and Heritage Center.

Spread the word about
the Reece Society! Not
sure how?


Ask friends to become a member. We
have membership
brochures we can
give you to give
them.



Send us their information—we’ll send an
email or note.



Bring them to the
Annual Meeting.



Refer them to the
website for more information.



Give your friends
Reece books as gifts.



Show them the DVD

A deadline of June 1, 2013 has been set for payment of all pledges and
contributions, but donors will be encouraged to make their contributions as
soon as possible in order to help facilitate the opening of the Farm and
Heritage Center to public visitation on Sunday, June 3rd. There are a number of projects that must be completed before the venue opens, and the
funds raised in the next two months will be essential to accomplishing that
goal.
These projects include the installation of all educational exhibits, the
completion of the Poetry Trail, a security system for the venue, educational
programming, stocking of the Gift Shop, and additional landscaping for the
site.
Named giving opportunities for the various exhibits are available and
can be viewed by going to the Society’s website at
www.byronherbertreecesociety.org.
A special mailing with details about the campaign and the needs it addresses will be sent to members and friends within a few weeks. Please
look for it and respond as quickly and generously as possible to its challenge. Remember that no gift will be considered too small or too large.

Voices: Finding Bryon
Herbert Reece.
The Byron Herbert Reece
Society is working to preserve the legacy of Byron
Herbert Reece, Georgia
poet and novelist.

Time for Membership Renewal
The membership year for the Reece
Society is June 1st through May 31st.
If you are not a lifetime member,
you will soon want to renew your
membership for the coming year.
An opportunity for this will be included in the annual meeting mailing, but you may also download the
form from our website and mail it
with your check to the address indicated.

Remember that among the benefits of membership is a 10% discount on all merchandise sold by the
Society, as well as free admission to
the Reece Farm and Heritage Center. In light of these perks, this year
you will receive a membership card
that will identify you as a member .
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G r a n d O p e n i n g o n J u n e 3 rd!
After years of planning and preparation, the Byron Herbert
Reece Farm & Heritage Center will open for public visitation on
Sunday, June 3, from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. The Center will then be
open on selected days through the summer and on into the fall.
These dates will be announced on the Society’s website.
Visitors will check in and pay their admission fees at the Welcome Center, where they will have access to the Gift Shop and
its stock of books, crafts, clothing items, and various other gift
merchandise. A museum area will await them, featuring such
memorabilia as Reece’s typewriter, phonograph player, and furniture from the Reece home place. Rest rooms will also be available at this location.

Feeding the Family

From the Welcome Center, visitors will use a special visitors guide to proceed on a self-guided tour
of the venue. Following the Poetry Trail, which features four stone boulders inscribed with Reece poems representative of the four seasons, they will stop to view Mulberry Hall, the beautifully restored
writing studio of the poet. From there they will proceed to the main barn where no less than nine exhibits await their perusal. Eight of these display implements and graphic illustrations descriptive of farm
activity as experienced by Reece and his family in the first half of the 20th century--such exhibits as
Feeding the Family, Tools of the Trade, Grabblin’ in the Garden, and actual reproductions and descriptions of such essential animals as the mule, the cow, and the pig. Upstairs in the loft area, tourists will
visit the Reece Gallery and Theater. Here they will find books, photographs, copies of Reece’s writings,
and other printed items that will inform them of important facets of his life as an acclaimed writer.
They will also be treated to an ongoing showing of the award winning video entitled “Voices … Finding
Byron Herbert Reece.”
Leaving the main barn, they will proceed to exhibits in the four
outbuildings, namely, the corn crib, smoke house, chicken coop, and
spring house. And they will be enchanted by the flowing waters of
Wolf Creek.
Docent-led tours will be available by reservation to large groups
visiting the site, such as school children and tour bus constituencies.
Visitors fees are as follows: $5.00 per adult over 18, $4.00 for
adults 55 and older; $3.00 for persons 5 to 18. Admission is free to
children under 5. A family of five may enter for a fee of $15.00,
with additional members of
the family paying the amount
applicable to his/her age.
Paid up members of the
A Mule Without the Overhead
Reece Society will be admitted without charge.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at the Reece Farm on
the morning of Saturday, June 2, in conjunction with the Reece
Society’s ninth annual meeting.

Feeding the Family
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Wanted: Site Manager and Gift Shop Manager
The search is underway for a couple to assume the responsibilities of
managing the Reece Farm and Heritage Center and oversee the operation
of the Welcome Center Gift Shop. These positions need to be filled by the
time of the June 2nd annual meeting of the Society, which will feature a
Grand Opening ceremony for the Farm venue.
In Memorium

Ed Jenkins
January 1, 2012
Advisory Council Member

In general terms, the site manager will monitor and manage the day-today operations of the Center. These duties include opening and closing the
site, marketing the tourist aspects and rental of facilities like the pavilion,
providing security, recruiting and working with volunteers, and providing
general maintenance of the facilities. The gift shop manager’s duties relate
specifically to the operation of the Welcome Center, which includes admitting visitors, stocking and selling merchandise, recruiting and training volunteers, handling of financial transactions and maintaining a record of sales
and inventory, and insuring neatness and order in the Gift Shop and Museum areas.
A detailed description of these two positions is available on the Society’s
website at www.byronherbertreecesociety.org.
Plans are underway to provide a log house on the property for this couple. For this first open
season, temporary quarters will be available. Remuneration will come in
the form of a percentage
of income from the marketing and Gift Shop sales.

Newsletter
Contributors:
John Kay
Debra March
Rosemary Royston
Fleming Weaver
Layout:
Debra March

If you are interested in
applying for these positions, or know someone
who is, please contact Society chair John Kay at
(706) 379-3219 or
jandpkay@gmail.com.
The Board at the March Meeting

Pavilion Rental Policies
In its March 24th meeting, the
Board of Directors approved a series
of policies for rental of the Reece
Farm pavilion that were recommended by the Farm Development
and Management Committee. These
policies are now posted on the Society’s website at

www.byronherbertreecesociety.org.
The pavilion is now available for
rent. If you or anyone you know is
interested, please check out the
terms as described on the website.
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A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
With the opening of
the Reece Farm & Heritage Center to public
visitation, we need to
establish a group of
volunteers who are
willing and in
a position to
serve as assistants in the
Welcome Center or as occasional docents
for the touring
of the venue.
A gift shop
manager will
be available
on a permanent basis to
oversee the
activities in the Welcome Center, which
will include admitting
visitors to the site and
handling sales in the
shop. This person will
need someone to assist
in such things as welcoming visitors, stocking the inventory, conducting sales, and han-

dling monetary transactions. And while the bulk
of the tours through the
Farm & Heritage Center
will be of the self-guided
sort, pre-arranged visits

will be open. If we can
establish a large enough
pool, no volunteer would
be expected to assist
more than one day or a
half day each week or
month, depending on
one‘s availability and willingness to
serve.

If you
live in driving
distance of
the Center
and will commit to serving
on a limited
basis in one
of these volWolf Creek unteer capacby large groups (such as
ities, please e-mail or call
school children) will rePatti Kay at
quire the services of a
jandpkay@gmail.com or
tour guide or docent.
(706) 379-3219. The
Training for this duty will
success of our venture at
be provided.
this venue hinges upon
Please understand that the cooperation of many
we are not asking for
volunteers!
fulltime commitment during the months the venue

Reece Society Embraces Social Media


If you’re seeing this in color—you’ve received the first issue of our emailed newsletter.
Congratulations! We’ll expand and enhance it as time goes by. Look for a redesign with
the next newsletter.



If you have an email address, please send it to reecesociety@gmail.com It is so much
more cost effective and sustainable to send announcements and newsletters by email!



Have a Twitter or Facebook Account? Look for us on Twitter with @hubreece or Byron
Herbert Reece Society on Facebook.



If you haven’t yet, check out our new webpage at http://byronherbertreecesociety.org
There’s new content, news updates, a driving tour and many other good things to be
found!

Volunteer
Opportunities


Staff the gift
shop



Serve as a docent for tours



Write newsletter articles



Write for the
web page



Edit the web
page



Assist with the
Annual Meeting



Fundraise for
the Capital
Campaign



Recruit new
members



Serve on the
Board of directors or a committee

Byron Herbert Reece Society
PO Box 811
Young Harris, GA 30582
E-mail:
info@byronherbertreecesociety.org

Working to preserve the
legacy of Byron Herbert
Reece, Georgia poet and
novelist.
http://
www.byronherbertreecesociety.org

Poetry Contest Deadline
Once again, the Society will hold a poetry
contest in order to support the mission of
the Reece Society. Similar to last year, poets in NC, KY, GA, TN, VA, and WV are
encouraged to submit up to three poems
for the fee of $15. Deadline for entry is
Friday, May 4, 2012. There is no
theme for the contest, and members
of the Society are encouraged to
submit their work (with the exception of board members). The winner
of the contest will receive $300, and the winning poem will Foundation of the Corn Crib
be published on our new and improved Byron Herbert Reece Society website.
The final judge is Val Nieman, author of a poetry collection, Wake Wake
Wake, as well as new novel, Blood Clay, and a short fiction collection, Fidelities. Her poetry has appeared in journals including New Letters,
Poetry, North Carolina Literary Review and Blackbird, and several anthologies. She teaches creative writing at North Carolina A&T State University,
and is the poetry editor of Prime Number.

