
our farm buildings.  This is made possi-

ble by an additional grant of $25,000 

from the Appalachian Regional Com-

mission.  When these improvements are 

completed, we expect to have the finest 

exhibits of early 1900’s Appalachian 

agriculture in all of north Georgia. 

     Shelley Hughes, our Gift Shop man-

ager, reports that through October, visits 

to the Welcome Center have yielded a 

total income of $14,467.  This figure 

includes Gift Shop sales, admission 

fees, donations, rentals, and new mem-

ber receipts.  As one would expect, start 

up expenses easily offset this income, 

but the outlook for next year is encour-

aging, given anticipated increase of vis-

itation and rentals. 

     Speaking of rentals, we accommodat-

ed two weddings, a theatrical produc-

tion, and several group picnics.  Site 

manager Leon Payne 

arrived too late in the 

     In its spring meeting our Board of 

Directors approved the opening of the 

Reece Farm and Heritage Center in ear-

ly June.  This required a flurry of activi-

ty to complete various features of the 

gift shop, barn exhibits, and Poetry 

Trail, but at the annual meeting on June 

2nd we cut the ribbon for the Grand 

Opening that occurred the next day.  

Some 180 people toured the site on the 

2nd and an additional 80 plus visited the 

venue on June 3rd.  Thus began the first 

open season for the Reece Center. 

     The Center has been open on Thurs-

days through Sundays through the 

month of October and will remain open 

on Fridays and Saturdays from 10:00 to 

4:00 through December 1st.  Well over 

1000 visitors have toured the venue dur-

ing this first season, and we are pleased 

to report that the feedback has been uni-

versally complimentary.  While this 

number of visitors may appear sparse, it 

should be noted that there was 

little advance notice or advertis-

ing of our opening.  Our opti-

mism for the future is based on 

this year’s group of satisfied cus-

tomers, plus our plan to spread 

the word concerning what travel-

ers can expect to find when they 

stop by the Reece Farm. 

     December 1st is the last day 

the Center will be open until 

April of next year.  During that 

period we have plans to augment 

the educational exhibits on all of 
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season to schedule additional activities, but he is busily engaged in making contacts 

for group bus tours and pavilion rental opportunities for next year. 

     This first season has necessarily been one in which the “learning curve” has been 

in play.  Thanks to Shelley, Leon, and a small cadre of volunteers, the Reece Center 

has become known as a place worth visiting.  Fleming Weaver, chair of the Reece 

Farm Development and Management Committee, described this venue as “a crown 

jewel for Union County and the State of Georgia.”  Many would agree with that 

assessment. 

     Next year’s progress will depend in large measure on our success in recruiting 

and training competent, reliable volunteers to help with Welcome Center and exhib-

its area duties.  Local area members and friends are encouraged to volunteer some 

of your time.  If you are willing to assist in some capacity, please contact us at 

reecesociety@gmail.com. 

 

     Our membership in the 
Southern Literary Trail enables 
us to be listed in the Trailfest 
events of that organization.  
These events fall within the 
February 15 through May 31st 
period of next year. 

     The Literary Events and Pro-
grams Committee of our Socie-
ty is planning a special event 
for Saturday, May 18, to be 
held in the pavilion area of the 
Reece Farm and Heritage Cen-
ter from 1:00 to 4:00.  Details 
will be provided later, but a 
brief description follows.  Please 
put this date on your calendar. 

CELEBRATING REECE THROUGH 
THE ARTS 

Artists of all kinds--literary, musi-
cal, theatrical, graphic, and culi-
nary--will be invited to partici-
pate in sharing their work with 
each other and with the pub-
lic.  Among the highlights we en-
vision are poetry readings, musi-
cal renderings, drama, visual art, 
and a culinary feature.  All 
presentations will honor either 
directly or indirectly Reece's im-
mersion in the cultural and liter-
ary ethos of the Southern Appa-
lachian region.   

Southern Literary Trail TRAILFEST Plans 

First Season, cont. 

Southern Literary Trail 

TRAILFEST event for 

Saturday, May 18, to be 

held in the pavilion area 

of the Reece Farm and 

Heritage Center from 

1:00 to 4:00.  
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     Membership Secretary Teresa Sampson reports that as of Novem-
ber 5th, the Society’s membership stands at 125 annual members, 
111 lifetime, and four honorary, for a total of 250.  In addition Teresa 
is maintaining a list of some 99 previous members.  We continue to 
encourage renewals among those who have become inactive.  Our 

membership year runs from June 1st through May 31st.  
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CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1st 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

REECE FARM & HERITAGE CENTER 
8552 Gainesville Highway 

(One mile north of  Vogel) 

Blairsville, GA  

 

Georgia author Terry Kay present for 
signings 

 

Gift & Craft shop  
Books, cards, homemade & handcrafted items including jewelry, baskets, 

soap, scarves, wooden bowls, pottery, ornaments, quilts,  
and Reece Farm embroidered towels and pillows, etc. 

 

Free admission to exhibits 

Refreshments (Beverages & Goodies) 

Door prizes at 2:00, 3:00, & 4:00 

 

 



     Please help us by 

spreading the word that 

our beautiful and spacious 

pavilion is available for 

weddings, family reun-

ions, musical programs, 

large group picnics, etc.  

The rental policies can be 

downloaded from our 

website.  Simply click on “Pavilion” 

to bring up all the pertinent infor-

mation.   

     Prospective renters should con-

tact site manager Leon Payne at 

leonpayne88@gmail.com.or (678)

986-8858. 

Pavilion Available for Rent 

   The tenth annual meeting of the Reece Society will be held in the pavilion of the 

Reece Farm and Heritage Center on Saturday, June 1, 2013, beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

   The Society’s organizational meeting was held in July of 2003, so we will be cele-

brating a full decade of activity and progress.   

   Our keynote speaker will be Georgia author Terry Kay, who this year won his 

fourth Author of the Year award by the Georgia Writers Association, this time in 

the Short Story category for his book The Greats of Cuttercane.  Kay has served on 

the Reece Society’s Advisory Council since its inception. 

   Musically we will be treated to a cappella vocal renderings of Reece poems by 

Ms. Jacqueline Elsner, Reece Society member and children’s librarian for the Ath-

ens Regional Library System.  Ms. Elsner has set these poems to old ballad tunes. 

   Additional information will be provided in the spring newsletter.  Mark your cal-

endar now and save this date. 

   “Byron Herbert Reece - Life and 

Legacy” was the topic of an Institute 

for Continuing Learning Class (ICL) 

at Young Harris College during this 

recent fall term.  Led by John Kay, 

22 participants were treated to in-

sights provided by Reece scholar 

Bettie Sellers and Reece’s nephew 

Terry Reece, along with information 

provided in the Society’s award-

winning videos “The Bitter Berry 

with friends” and “Voices: Finding 

Byron Herbert Reece.”  On the last 

class day, the group visited the 

Reece Farm and Heritage Center, 

where they experienced firsthand the 

home place of Reece and became 

further acquainted with his family’s 

agrarian lifestyle. 

Reece Featured in ICL 

2013 Annual Meeting Plans 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Philip Greear 

September 26, 2012 

Lavon Butt 

October 9, 2012 

 If ever a learning curve prin-

ciple applied to an activity, this held 

true for our initial open season at the 

Reece Farm and Heritage Cen-

ter.  The “hurry up” nature of this 

venture required a considerable de-

gree of trial and error.  We achieved 

success in some areas and experi-

enced setbacks in others.  In some 

endeavors we operated in the dark; 

in others, we profited from the clear 

light of experience. 

 All in all, it was a good first 

season.  It might have been better 

had we provided greater advance no-

tice of the opening through the vari-

ous channels of publicity available to 

us. Likewise, the rush to welcome 

visitors to the venue gave us little 

opportunity to arrange for pavilion 

rentals and group tours. The sudden 

loss of the first site manager gave the 

present manager little time to sched-

ule activities at the site. Additionally, 

we had a limited volunteer pool to 

draw from, leaving a handful of 

workers a large degree of responsi-

bility. 

 Through it all, we perse-

vered. Hundreds of visitors have 

gone away impressed with what they 

saw and will become good will am-

bassadors for the Center. Shelley 

Hughes and Leon Payne proved to 

be assets in their respective 

posts. The Gift and Craft Shop has 

drawn rave reviews from many pa-

trons. Those who rented the pavilion 

were pleased with the facilities and 

the service assistance we provid-

ed. Visitation has yielded new Socie-

ty members. And last but not least, 

knowledge of Reece as farmer and 

writer has been steadily ad-

vanced. The Reece Center has be-

come a driving force behind our mis-

sion to preserve, promote, and per-

petuate the Reece legacies. 

 In this season of thanksgiv-

ing, we extend thanks to all those 

who in any capacity contributed to 

a  commendable first season at the 

Farm and Heritage Center. 

 

 

Your year-end gift to the  

Byron Herbert Reece Society 

is fully tax-deductible. You 

can either contribute to the 

general operating fund, or to 

the Capital Campaign.  

Send checks to: 

BH Reece Society,  

PO Box 811,  

Young Harris, GA  30582 

 

If you wish your contribution 

to go to the Capital 

Campaign, please note it on 

the check. 

We appreciate your support! 

The Chair’s Corner: Learning through Doing  
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 Milk pails & Milk strainer  

 Old Dairy thermometer  

 Flour Sacks 

 Old rain gauge 

 Old outside thermometer 

 Old watering can 

 Old chicken water/feeder 

 

If you have any of these 

items to donate, please 

contact John Kay at 706-

379-3219 or 

jandpkay@gmail.com 

 Old ceramic milk & butter 

crock(s) 

 Milk Bottles/Jars 

 

 1940-50s phonograph-- 

 

 Old tabletop radio 

 

 Old pulpit 

 Old stained glass window 

(small) 

 Two lounge chairs 1920-50s 

w/ end table 

 Old hand garden tools  

 

 Hog scraper 

 Egg baskets 

 

 Old tin canned food 

 Three short church type 

benches 

Items Needed for New Educational Exhibits 

www.byronherbertreecesociety.org 

Working to preserve the 

legacy of Byron Herbert 

Reece, Georgia poet and 

novelist. 

PO Box  811 

Young Harris, GA  30582 

E-mail: reecesociety@gmail.com 
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