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At the Reece Society 10th annual
meeting on June 1, members voted to
establish a Bettie Sellers Memorial
Fund. The intention is to honor a
lady who was a Reece scholar and
devotee and who faithfully served on
the Reece Society Board of Directors
from the beginning until her death on
May 17th. Bettie, an award-winning
poet in her own right and a former
poet laureate of Georgia, created the
script for and co-produced the video
entitled “The Bitter Berry,” for
which she also wrote The Bitter Berry: The Life of Byron Herbert Reece
as an educational supplement.
Along with Helen Lewis she cochaired the original Oral History
Committee of the Reece Society and
was largely responsible for the interviews that led to the production of
the DVD entitled “The Bitter Berry
and friends.” She is also featured
prominently in the award-winning
DVD entitled “Voices: Finding Byron Herbert Reece.”
The motion to establish the Fund
included a stipulation that the Society’s executive committee would recommend to the Board of Directors
the purpose and structure by which
these funds will be expended. This
will be done in the near future.
Members and friends are encour-

aged to donate to the fund as a way
of recognizing Bettie’s stellar contributions to the mission of the Society,
as well as honoring the memory of a
truly outstanding individual. Please
send your check, made out to the
BHR Society and designated for the
Sellers Memorial Fund, to P. O. Box
811, Young Harris, GA 30582. Remember that the Society is a nonprofit organization, making all such
gifts tax-deductible.
The names of all donors will be
published in the November newsletter.

Bettie Mixon Sellers
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Tenth Annual Meeting a Success
No warm jackets were needed at this year’s annual meeting of the Reece Society, held again in the pavilion of the Reece Farm and Heritage Center. The first
day of June brought good weather and some 85 people for the celebration of the
10th anniversary of the Reece Society and the first anniversary of the opening of
the Reece Center.
Georgia author Terry Kay was properly applauded following his stirring keynote address that he entitled “The Harvest of Words.” You can still find the full
text of this speech on the opening page of the Society’s website. It is worth the
read.
Jacqueline (Jackie) Elsner, a talented member of the Reece Society who lives in
the Athens area, entertained the attendees with a cappella renderings of Reece poems she has set to old ballad tunes. Jackie has created a CD of these poems/
ballads that is now available for sale in the gift shop of the Welcome Center at the
Reece Farm, and she is graciously donating the proceeds to the Society.
We were privileged to have a brief presentation on the vital connection between Byron Herbert Reece and The Georgia Review, given by the Review’s editor, poet Stephen Corey.
In the business session (as noted elsewhere in the newsletter), the membership
voted to establish the Bettie Sellers Memorial Fund. Board members and officers
for the 2013-2014 membership year were
elected and are now listed on the Society’s
website.
And once again Sodexo Food Services
of Young Harris College served a delicious and bountiful lunch, following
which many of the attendees toured the
various exhibits and marveled at the enhancements that occurred during our idle
months.
Jackie Elsner
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A new sign has been added at the
entrance to the Reece Farm and Heritage
Center. As the accompanying picture
will indicate, this sign highlights the
various features of the Center, making it
easier for passersby to determine their
interest in touring the venue.
Experience taught us that some
would-be visitors drove into our property and then immediately drove out, perhaps due to the fact that they could not
discern what the Center had to offer.

We are hoping that this sign will be an
enticement for
tourists to park
and tarry long
enough to visit
the Welcome
Center for more
information and a
likely decision to
tour the exhibits.
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GIFT SHOP ATTRACTIONS
Visitors to the Reece Farm have been impressed with all aspects of our venue. This includes the Welcome Center gift shop. Many who come our way
express amazement at the number of appealing items in a relatively small
space—and available at such reasonable prices.
Here are some potential gifts you will find there:



Note cards of Appalachian wildlife drawings by local artist Dale Cochran.



Handcrafted jewelry, including soft jewelry crocheted from ribbon yarn and pendants formed from polymer.



Handmade crafts, including crocheted and embroidered items, baby quilts, and soft
cover books.



Functional pottery created by Angie Herndon, and Cindy Lou Farley’s
sculptural pottery that includes Christmas ornaments with the Reece Society
logo.



Soap, lip balm, lotion, and Alpaca scarves and caps from Cupid Falls
Farm.

 New to the shop you will find handcrafted baskets, a quilt rack, and a
jelly cupboard made by Jerry Morenz.


Grits and corn meal made from local area non-GMO heirloom corn and supplied by
Reece Society member Rich Pouncey.



NC woodturner Joe Waldroup’s wood bowls selection. Joe has donated
to the Society a beautiful, large wooden bowl made of maple wood taken
from a tree on the YHC campus.



An excellent selection of books, including: the four books of poetry and
two novels written by Reece, as well as Raymond Cook’s Mountain Singer
and Faithfully Yours: The Letters of Byron Herbert Reece, edited by Cook
and Alan Jackson. Works of fiction and poetry, some by Society members;
informational guides; books with Appalachian heritage themes; cookbooks
and books for children.



Copies of the “Voices: Finding Byron Herbert Reece” and “The Bitter Berry and
friends” DVDs, along with CDs which include “The Poetry of Byron Herbert Reece” as
read by Keith Jones, Jim Clark’s musical renderings of 12 Reece poems, and Jackie
Elsner’s “Ballad of the Bones” (Reece poems sung to old ballad tunes). Other CDs
and DVDs include the classic “Song of the South” and several gospel and sacred harp
selections.



A wide array of clothing items (caps, t-shirts, denim shirts, pull-overs, etc.), featuring the Reece Society logo and Farm and Heritage Center stamp.
This by no means exhausts the list of choice gift items. Remember that members
of the Reece Society receive a 10% discount on all but consignment items. Remember also that there is no charge to visit the Welcome Center which houses the gift shop
and museum area.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
Assuming that all members and friends of the Society are genuinely interested in
helping us achieve the goals of our mission, we offer the following suggestions for
your consideration. In doing so, we acknowledge the fact that opportunities for assistance vary according to one’s location, job-related duties, financial status, and
health considerations. But there are some things everyone can do to lend the critical
support needed in our mission to promote and preserve Reece’s legacy.

We need a TREASURER!

1. Maintain your membership in the Society. In this way, you provide
annual financial support.

The Reece Board of Directors
needs a Treasurer. This vital
position requires some
knowledge of bookkeeping as
they will be responsible for
many of the activities of the
Farm including paying bills
and supplying information to
our accountants. The Treasurer
is a member of the Executive
Committee.

2. Encourage others to join the Society. Personal contact is the most effective method.

3. Seek to become better informed about Reece as both a writer and
farmer. This would involve acquiring and reading books by and about
him, if you have not already done so. The more you know about the
man and his works, the greater your chances of eliciting the interest of
others.

4. Pay a personal visit to the Reece Farm and Heritage Center. This
will prepare you to become an advocate who promotes attendance at the
venue.

5. Invite and encourage friends, acquaintances, and members of your
If you are interested, please
contact
reecesociety@gmail.com
or call 706-379-3219.

family to visit the Farm and Heritage Center. Rack cards containing
general information are available at the Center.

6. Frequent the gift shop at the Reece Center. We depend on sales in the
shop for much of the income needed for operational costs, and we offer
many excellent gift items.

7. Volunteer your assistance at the Reece Farm and Heritage Center or on
one of our standing committees.

8. Become the financial sponsor of one of our exhibits as an honor or
memorial gift to a loved one.

9. Include the Society or the Reece Farm and Heritage Center in your will.
10. Make a special donation in memory or in honor of someone.
11. Stay informed about Society activities and developments by frequently
visiting our website at www.byronherbertreecesociety.org.

12. And like us on Facebook!
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REECE FARM UPDATE
The Reece Farm and
Heritage Center reopened for public visitation on
April 4th and has
been open on
Thursdays
through Sundays since that
time. The unusual amount of
rainfall this
summer has no
doubt affected
the number of visitors.
Even so, we have had a
steady if sporadic flow of
tourists and local area
residents to tour our venue.
As of August 23rd, we
have had 629 paid admissions. In addition, there
have been a few occasions involving group
attendance when admission was on a donation
basis. And we have had a
significant number of
persons whose visit was
confined to the Welcome
Center gift shop and museum. Thus we have no
strict accounting of numbers, but a conservative
estimate would put the

count close to 800. Since we
have the months of September, October, and
November
remaining
in our season, we
fully expect to see
a substantial increase in
the total
number of visitors.
What we continue to find
encouraging are the many
compliments we receive from
those who visit. Person after
person expresses
amazement
at what has
been accomplished at
our site.
In terms
of group visits and
events we
have hosted,
there have
been 11 to
date with four yet to come.
These include two historical
society picnics, a family celebration, volunteers visiting
from other venues, a Master
Gardeners group, a Sunday
School class visit/picnic,
and a group of FFA students
coming for a tour and fish
fry.
So far this year we have
hosted four weddings, with
another scheduled in October. In May, our very first

Trailfest event was held
here, as was the 10th annual meeting of the Reece
Society on June 1st.
We have had excellent
cooperation from our volunteers, without whom we
could not accommodate
even the limited number
of visitors, and we are
pleased with the competent service rendered by
Dawn Scarbrough, our gift
shop manager.

IN MEMORIAM
Bettie Mixon Sellers
March 30, 1926 –
May 17, 2013
Thomas Bertram “Bert”
Lance
June 3, 1931 –
August 15, 2013
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Reece Tweets...and other Social Media adventures
“It's hard sometimes to make words
say what you want them to, but it's
good exercise at least.” -Reece

I like to suppose that Reece would
have enjoyed some aspects of social
media. The limits of Twitter would
appeal to his precise demand of language. He would enjoy crafting a
thought in 140 characters.
I believe he would have found Facebook an intrusion, and hated it. To be
able to voyeur into the lives of people
he knew only peripherally would have
been abhorrent to him. He might have
found fun in a small social network
that was connected privately, but his
profile would not have been public.
I'm fairly certain of that.
In our efforts to publicize the activities
of the Society, the availability of the
Farm and to promote the author Byron
Herbert Reece, we have several social
network avenues. If you participate in
social media, we encourage you to
like, add or follow as you will and as
your interests dictate.

Facebook
Byron Herbert Reece Society - this
page is a gathering of members of the
Society, where posts tend to be about
Society events or other local events of
interest to members. It is an open
group, and anyone can post. Just
search for Byron Herbert Reece Society and click "like".
Byron Herbert Reece Farm and
Heritage Center - this page publicizes the activities at the Farm venue. It
is updated with seasonal photos, and
has information about events at the
Farm. Again, just search and "like".
Twitter
This one is the most fun. Twitter is a
microblogging account, where all
posts are limited to 140 characters,
including spaces and punctuation.
@hubreece on Twitter is almost always a direct quote from Reece himself . It consists of quotes directly
from Reece's writing, usually his correspondence. It is great fun to locate
content that is timeless, and provides

insight into Reece the man. He was honest and pithy in his correspondence with
friends, and did not hesitate to express
how he felt about his life or the state of
the world around him. If you don’t
tweet, just go to http://www.twitter.com/
hubreece to read the feed.
Web page
The web page at http://www. byronherbertreecesociety.org is a central place
for information about the Farm, the Society and Reece. The Twitter feed loads
onto the web page on the right hand side.
You can comment on articles or ask
questions there. It’s monitored and moderated, so your comment won’t display
immediately. We urge your interactions!
Social media is just that, so if you see
something you “like” – “share” it!

—Debra March

Additions to the Farm Exhibits
Due to the contacts, efforts,
and financial support of Abit
Massey, President Emeritus and
Mike Giles, current President of
the Georgia Poultry Federation,
we have two new professional
exhibits for the Reece Farm educational exhibits area.

region of northeast Georgia. Dr.
Noblet, a native of Towns County, delivered the collections to the farm and
was quite impressed with our venue.
He plans to provide an additional insect collection, specifically for the
poultry exhibit, that will highlight insects that are detrimental to chickens.

Because of their close working
relations with the University of
Georgia, Abit and Mike secured
the services of Dr. Ray Noblet,
Head of the Department of Entomology, to create two collections
of insects that are harmful to
farm crops in the Appalachian

The other new exhibit is a realistic
exhibit for our chicken house consisting of a roster, three hens, and a
bevy of chicks in a setting of nest, eggs,
and feeder/waterers. The birds were
hatched at the University of Georgia
agricultural facilities and grown out.
They were then transported to a pro-

fessional bird taxidermist, Dana Stanford, who learned the art of stuffing
birds at Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta. He is now a noted professional
bird taxidermist and has created a lifelike scene for our chicken house exhibits.
Words and photos cannot capture
the beauty of these two additions to our
collections, as well
as all the other exhibit features, so
come to the Farm
and witness for
yourself. You will be
glad you did!

Volume 11, Issue 1

Page 7

Chair’s Corner: The Gainesville Connection
After a full decade of service, the Reece Society can celebrate many accomplishments in respect to its mission and
broad goals, not the least of which is the development and operation of the Reece Farm and Heritage Center.
One of the most impressive aspects of the progress we have made is the extent to which we are indebted to folk who
live some 45 or more miles away down in Gainesville. Without this group and their commitment to an area beyond their
own neck of the woods, we simply could not have advanced as far as we have with the creation of the Reece Center on
the 9.3 acres that remain of the Reece family farm.
It is not possible to give adequate recognition to the principal contributors from Hall County. However, I want briefly
to recognize each one, while expressing the gratitude of the Society for all their labors of love in our behalf.
We must begin with James Mathis, Sr. and his wife Frances. It was James who had the foresight to purchase the
Reece farm property in anticipation of some kind of memorial center to be established there. He was a close
friend of this family and a Hub Reece devotee who sponsored a number of events prior to the formation of our
Society that highlighted the writer and his works. Without his and Frances’ vision, it is likely that the Reece
Farm and Heritage Center would never have evolved. We remember James with sincere gratitude.
Garland Reynolds, well-known Gainesville architect, is the mastermind behind the layout of the entire Reece Farm
venue. It is his design that we find in the Welcome Center and group pavilion, as well as the Poetry Trail. A
former president of Friends of the Georgia State Parks and Historic Sites, Garland has been one of our strongest
Reece advocates and has made major financial and pro bono contributions.
Fleming Weaver has served as chair of the Reece Farm Development Committee from the inception of this project.
He has made countless trips over the mountain from Gainesville to lend personal guidance and encouragement
to the completion of the development project. He has been instrumental in attending to the necessary paper
work related to funding agencies, and he has contributed generously of both his time and his money. Now he is
helping us think and work through the management of the Reece Center.
Cheryl Smith, Northeast Georgia Mountains Tourism Representative of the Georgia Department of Economic Development, has been from the beginning a key player in the evolution of the Society and the Reece Farm.
Cheryl served on the organizational committee of the Society, has been a member of our Board of Directors
since 2003, and has been a valuable resource in all matters related to tourism. She created the Society’s original
website and managed it for many years.
Ben Hulsey, former Executive Director of the Georgia Mountains Regional Commission, has been a loyal supporter
of the Reece Society and its projects over the years of its existence. He has served as a director and member of
the Farm Development Committee, and he chaired the ad hoc committee on our Business Plan Development.
Ben has accompanied Fleming Weaver on many of those trips across Blood Mountain for meetings and Reece
Farm responsibilities.
Currently Director of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) of the Georgia Mountains Regional Commission, John
Phillips worked closely with the Society as the grant writer in securing the funds we received from OneGeorgia
and the Appalachian Regional Commission. His expert handling of the application process reaped dividends in
winning grant awards that were essential to the development of the Reece Center.
Mike Giles, president of the Georgia Poultry Association, is a member of the Society’s Advisory Council who has
represented the Society strategically in securing State funding for our projects. His position with the Poultry
Association has also resulted in the donation of the high quality stuffed chickens we have on display in the
chicken house of the Reece Farm.
While there are others on “yon side of the mountain” who have been loyal supporters of and contributors to our cause,
I think you will agree that these individuals deserve our special thanks.
--John Kay

Byron Herbert Reece Society
PO Box 811
Young Harris, GA 30582
E-mail:
info@byronherbertreecesociety.org

Working to preserve the
legacy of Byron Herbert
Reece, Georgia poet and
novelist.
http://
www.byronherbertreecesociety.org

TWO DATES TO REMEMBER
Saturday, November 30th, for the second annual Reece Farm &
Heritage Center Christmas Open House. Plans are underway
and will be announced through our website and in our fall newsletter.
Saturday, May 31, 2014, for the 11th annual meeting of the
Reece Society, to be held again at the Farm & Heritage Center.
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Membership secretary Teresa Sampson reports that we
currently have a grand total of 258 members in the Society. Of these, 126 are lifetime, with 130 members on the annual
renewal basis, and two honorary members.
We continue to encourage those who have become inactive
to renew your membership. A form can be downloaded from
our website atwww.byronherbertreecesociety.org. The
strength of the Society resides in its membership.

