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Celebrating Reece Through the Arts
Special points of interest:
 Terry Kay to speak at Tenth
Annual Meeting June 1
 Reece Farm is an Agritourism
venue
 Guest speakers available for
your civic group or other
event
 Dawn Scarbrough is new Gift
Shop Manager
 Expanded Farm Exhibits!

Inside this issue:
Kay is Speaker

2

Did You Know?

3

The Chair’s Corner

4

Membership Renewals

5

New Gift Shop Manager 5
Enhancement of Farm
Exhibits

6-7

Center Open for Season

8

On Saturday, May 18, our
Southern Literary Trail Trailfest
event will be held in the Reece
Farm and Heritage Center pavilion from 1:00 to 4:00. We will be
celebrating Reece through various media, including musical and
dramatic presentations, storytelling, culinary art, poetry readings,
and visual art. The public is cordially invited.
The Rev. Keith Jones will emcee the program and will contribute to the storytelling segment.
Reece’s nephew Terry Reece will
share recollections of his Uncle
Hub. David Brose, a folklorist associated with the John C. Campbell Folk School and an accomplished musician specializing in
the banjo, will provide music.
Jackie Elsner, a vocalist who has
set many of Reece’s poems to old

ballad tunes, will also contribute
to the musical segment. Four of
our poetry contests winners from
the past two years will be featured in the poetry reading portion of the program. A dramatic
presentation of Reece’s works,
including a special visit by an actor portraying the poet, is
planned. Al Garnto, a Union
County artist who has specialized
in outdoor and folk art, and Dick
Aunspaugh, retired chair of the
Young Harris College Art Department, will be displaying and discussing some of their works. A
culinary artist will be on hand to
demonstrate and explain the art
of cooking food with an Appalachian flavor.
There is no admission fee for
this event. Refreshments for purchase will be provided. There will
also be an opportunity for attendees to visit the Center’s
gift shop, museum, and exhibits area, should they
choose to do so.
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Kay is Keynoter for 10th Annual Meeting

Kay will speak on
the topic,
“A Harvest of
Words.”

Terry Kay, distinguished Southern writer and long-time member of the
Reece Society’s Advisory Council, will deliver the keynote address at this
year’s Reece Society Annual Meeting. The meeting will be held again in the
pavilion of the Reece Farm and Heritage Center, beginning at 10:00 a.m. on
Saturday, June 1st. Kay will speak on the topic, “A Harvest of Words.”
Kay is the author of some 12 published novels and has received many
awards over the years, including being named four times “Author of the Year”
by the Georgia Writers Association. In 2006, he was inducted into the Georgia Writers Hall of Fame. He has also received the Townsend Award, the
Lindberg Award, the Appalachian Heritage Award, and in 2009 was selected
for the Governor’s Award in the Humanities. Three of Kay’s novels have been
produced as Hallmark Hall of Fame movies, including the award-winning “To
Dance with the White Dog.”
The musical portion of the program for the day will be provided by
Jackie Elsner, a Reece Society member who is preparing a CD of Reece poems set to the tunes of Scots-Irish-English ballads, such as those heard by
Reece in Choestoe. Jackie will share some of these poems/songs, a cappela.
The CD will be available for purchase, with proceeds to benefit the Reece Society.
Stephen Corey, poet and editor of The Georgia Review, will make a
short presentation on the connection between Reece and the Review.
The business session will be brief and will include the election of directors and officers for the 2013-2014 membership year. The meeting will
again conclude with lunch under the big tent. The gift shop and museum will
be open for visitation, as well as all the recently improved exhibit areas. The
public is invited to participate, along with members of the Society. Those
planning to stay for lunch are asked to pre-register.
More information about the meeting will be provided in an early May
mailing, including registration information. Please make your plans to attend.

New Landscaping Features at the Farm

Thanks to the generosity of Shirley Cole and her son Shannon, beautiful
new plants, mostly of the herbal variety, have been added to the general area of
the Poetry Trail. These are gifts of Cole & Company Landscaping of Marietta,
Georgia. Shirley is a new member of the Society who has chosen to utilize her
landscaping knowledge and resources to enhance the appeal of the grounds to
those who visit our venue. We are most grateful for her contributions, which include the additions of cookware and other items for the Welcome Center kitchen
area.
Our thanks also to Truman Barrett of Rock Hill Farms for his generous
donation of compost for this project.
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Did You Know … ?
At its annual meeting in December, Reece Society chair John
Kay received Union County Historical Society’s “Preservationist of the
Year” award for his contributions to
the Byron Herbert Reece Farm and
Heritage Center. Kay accepted the
award in behalf of all those volunteers who labored to make the Center available to public visitation.
Eight sturdy picnic tables
have been constructed and are located in the pavilion at the Reece
Farm. Our thanks to Johnny
Holbrook and those who helped him
in the construction and also to all
those who donated funds for the materials.
Three members of the Society are available to plug the Reece
Farm and Heritage Center through a
special power point presentation.
John Kay, Fleming Weaver, and
Terry White can be called on for
such a program.
A half dozen new volunteers
have agreed to render service at the

Promoting the Reece Center

The Reece Farm and Heritage
Center is becoming a most desirable site
for special events like weddings, group
picnics, family reunions, and musical/
dramatic presentations. The pavilion can
be rented, and by special arrangement,
other areas of the venue can be reserved.
We already have four weddings scheduled,
plus other events planned for the pavilion.
You can help by sharing information about our facilities. This information
can be obtained by visiting the Society’s
website at

Reece Center. A volunteer orientation session was held in the Welcome Center on March 25th. We
continue to welcome those willing to
render volunteer service.
Agritourism is now a flourishing industry in Georgia, with
many such sites available to persons
touring the North Georgia region.
Among them is the Reece Farm and
Heritage Center, which qualifies as
an agritourism venue in the category
of heritage centers.

www.byronherbertreecesociety.org. Select
PAVILION from the main menu, then click
on Pavilion Rental Policies. There you will
find all the essential data concerning rental
policies and fees.
Encourage potential renters to
contact us at reecesociety@gmail.com, or
by calling the Reece Center at (706) 745
-2034. Remember, however, that the
Center is open only on Thursdays through
Saturdays from 10:00 to 5:00 and on
Sundays from 1:00 to 5:00. A message
may also be left at (706)379-5196.
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THE CHAIR’S CORNER: A Decade of Progress
Dictionary definitions of
“progress” are varied. But when
it comes to the activities of the
Reece Society, the most applicable of these are “a forward or
onward movement (as to an objective or to a goal)”; “gradual
betterment”; “going on.” These
particular connotations are all
relevant to the past decade and
our labors to achieve the mission
of preserving, perpetuating, and
promoting the literary and cultural
legacy of Georgia’s Appalachian
Poet/Novelist.
Yes, ten years have transpired since the Society was
formed. 301 charter members
got us off to a good start, and a
loyal cadre of volunteers have
contributed to a steady forward
movement, a going on to better
things, albeit at a gradual pace.

IN MEMORIAM

Fay Clegg Hoag
May 9, 1913 – February 20, 2013

Jack Lance, Sr.
January 27, 1937–March 24,
2013

As painstaking as much
of this progress has been, our
achievements are nonetheless
rather remarkable, all things considered. In fact, of the 16 broad
goals we established in the early
going, several have been accomplished altogether, others are
ongoing objectives that are partially completed and continue to
receive attention, and only one
has yet to be seriously addressed. I encourage you to go
to our website, click on SOCIE-

TY, then again on Goals and
Achievements, to review these successes.
Note also that these achievements are primarily the result of the
combined efforts of a limited number
of the Society’s membership. Of the
present active membership of 268,
105 live in areas well beyond driving
distance for local volunteering, others
are physically unable to assist, and a
number are still employed either
fulltime or part-time, thus restricting
the number of persons who are in a
position to provide more than occasional help or financial and moral
support.
Even so, we have not stood
still nor have we fallen backwards.
We have moved forward, sometimes
in large strides, at other times in baby steps. And I do think the “gradual
betterment” handle holds true, for in
whatever way we have advanced our
stated purpose, we have improved
upon that situation in 2003 when
Reece’s legacy was largely unknown,
forgotten, or neglected.
To all who have in any way
and to any degree contributed to this
decade of progress, in behalf of the
entire Society, I thank you!
Our challenge now is … to
GO ON.
-- John Kay
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Time for Membership Renewals
The Society
membership year runs
from June 1 through
May 31. With this in
mind, we again encourage those who are not
life members to renew
their membership for the
coming year. The income from these renewals provides much
needed funds for the
operating budget of the
Society.
You may download a
membership
form from
our website
for this purpose. We
will also

enclose a form in the annual meeting mailing to be
sent in May. Remember
that the annual fee is $25
for an individual, $45 for a
family (only those at
home), and $10 for a student at any level. If you
choose a life membership,
the fee is $250 for an individual or $400 for a couple.
We especially encourage your cooperation
in providing an e-mail ad-

dress, if you have one.
This enables us to communicate with you more
quickly and effectively
when there is news to
pass along. Also, when
your e-mail address
changes, please remember
to notify membership secretary Teresa Sampson at
ttsampson@windstream.net

A New Gift Shop Manager
Visitors to the Welcome Center will be greeted by our new Gift
Shop manager, Dawn Scarbrough.
Dawn is the daughter of former manager Shelley Hughes. Shelley will
still be showing up from time to time
as a volunteer. We are grateful to
her for the excellent service she rendered in her capacity as manager last
season.
Dawn has an excellent work

experience background, as well as the
requisite skills, for
filling this position.
You will enjoy meeting and talking with
her. We welcome
Dawn and look forward to another splendid year in Gift
Shop offerings and sales under her
leadership.

Newsletter
Contributors:
John Kay
Debra March
Fleming Weaver
Layout:
Debra March
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Enhancement of Reece Farm Exhibits
Visitors who make this way through our

graph, desk

exhibits area this year will be treated to a

with typewrit-

number of significant improvements and addi-

er, camera

tions that took place during our off season.

with photo al-

Thanks to financial assistance from the Appalachian Regional Commission and the work of

bum, church
exhibit with a

our talented designers, Karen Deem and Ed-

1900’s King

wina Loureiro, important enhancements of the

James Bible

various dis-

opened to

plays were

Ezekiel 37:1-

made, in-

10 and a copy of Reece’s “Ballad of the Bones”;

cluding but

several new graphics depicting the life of Reece

not confined
to the fol-

and his family.

lowing:

graphic of

In the corn crib, a sorghum syrup exhibit with a

In the side

syrup mak-

shed, a new plow exhibit and mule graphic.

ing, simu-

In the main barn, additional graphics and

lated corn

lighting throughout all the exhibits; a full size
3-D cow,
along
with im-

in the crib,
and a basket of real
corn on the

plements

cob.

connect-

In the smoke house, the addition of a salt box

ed to the

with side meat, two real cured hams, sausage

milking

packed in jars, and tools used to process the

process

hog into usable food.

and stor-

In the chicken coop, the addition of an egg

age; a new wild feral boar’s head and feral
hog skin; hand tools and graphics for the
planting exhibit; a complete makeover of the
Reece Gallery, featuring his library, phono-

crate, egg basket, and chicken waterer.
In the spring house, a milk crock and food items
on display have been added.
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We are in the process of numbering major items on display for identification purposes, with plans
to make a list of these numbered items available to persons touring the exhibits.

Capital Campaign Concludes June 1st
We have the Farm, but we have fallen
short of the number of sharecroppers we need.
Our campaign to raise $150,000 is set to

please try to do so by June 1st. Also, we have a
number of designated giving opportunities
through sponsorship of one of the exhibits as an

end the first of June, and it appears the contribu-

honor or memorial gift. These include the Side

tions thus far will not come close to this amount.

Shed, the Reece Gallery and Theatre, High on

Thanks to the generosity of Terry and Cheryl

the Hog, Grabblin’ in the Garden, Beast of Bur-

White and their gift of the grand piano, we have

den-the Mule, Udderly Amazing-the Cow, and the

managed to approach approximately one-third of

Chicken House. Hopefully there are persons who

our goal. This will help us to cover some much-

will choose to lend support through one of these

needed operating funds for the Reece Center this

named gifts. Please contact Fleming Weaver,

year. However, we still have projects pending for

chair of the Reece Farm Development & Manage-

which additional money is required, including a

ment Committee, at wataugadr@bellsouth.net for

$10,000 loan that must be repaid.

more information.

If you have made a pledge in our campaign and have not yet satisfied your payment(s),

Byron Herbert Reece Society
PO Box 811
Young Harris, GA 30582
E-mail:
info@byronherbertreecesociety.org

Working to preserve the
legacy of Byron Herbert
Reece, Georgia Poet
and novelist.
http://
www.byronherbertreecesociety.org

Reece Center Open for Second Season
The Reece Farm and Heritage Center opened for its second season on
Thursday, April 4. The Center is scheduled to remain open for public visitation
through the month of November, only on Thursdays through Saturdays from
10:00 to 5:00 and on Sundays from 1:00 to 5:00. Arrangements for group visits
can be made on the other three days if enough advance notice is given.
As noted elsewhere in the newsletter, a number of improvements have
been made to the venue over the past four months. These include additions to
the various barn exhibits and landscaping in the Poetry Trail and entrance areas.
Returning visitors from last year will have even more reason to enjoy their tours.
There are several ways you can assist our efforts to increase visitation
and income from the venue. Obviously you can spread the word to friends about
the Center and what it has to offer visitors. You can also encourage small group
visitations from organizations like church groups, book clubs, garden clubs, historical/literary societies, civic groups, etc. We offer a special group rate for groups
of 20 or more. Also, spread the word about the rental of our pavilion area for
such events as weddings, family reunions, organizational picnics, musical or dramatic programs, etc. And we continue to seek persons who will serve as volunteers in some capacity.
vations.

Feel free to call the Center at 706-745-2034 for information and reser-

